CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART            +1?
Could hear the Turks come and catch sight
Of helmets gleaming in the light
By lowering his head. His shout
Of danger instantly rang out,
Sending forth warnings and alarms
And calling all our men to arms.
The cry awoke the king 5 before
That day was done he labored sore.                                     II)390
He leaped from bed, and as he rose
He quickly put on, I suppose,
A hauberk strong and firm and white,
And gave command that every knight
Should be awakened and should rise.
Small wonder that, with a surprise
Like this which suddenly had come
On them, they found it cumbersome
To clothe and arm themselves with speed.
And I can well affirm, indeed,                                               11,400
They were so hurried and so pressed,
The king and many of the rest,
That with their legs unarmed and bare,
Covered by naught but sky and air,
They fought that day; some even lacked
Their breeches 5 when they were attacked
And wounded sorely, this did bring
Them more distress than anything.
THE   CRUSADERS   ARM   THEMSELVES
While our men armed themselves, the crew
Of Saracens still closer drew.
The king upon his charger mounted.
And at his side there could be counted
No more than ten of mounted knights.
He who relates the story writes
That with his soldiers and his mount
Was Henry of Champagne, the count;
Robert, the count of Leicester, fought